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Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, today | missed
rolicall vote No. 441 due to family commit-
ments. Had | been present, | would have
voted “aye” to provide necessary relief for vic-
tims of Hurricane Harvey.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 2:15 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 35
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

—
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. KATKO) at 2 o’clock and
15 minutes p.m.

———————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 3354, DEPARTMENT OF
THE INTERIOR, ENVIRONMENT,
AND RELATED AGENCIES APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2018; PROVIDING
FOR CONSIDERATION OF MO-
TIONS TO SUSPEND THE RULES;
AND WAIVING A REQUIREMENT
OF CLAUSE 6(A) OF RULE XIII
WITH RESPECT TO CONSIDER-
ATION OF CERTAIN RESOLU-
TIONS REPORTED FROM THE
COMMITTEE ON RULES

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, by direction
of the Committee on Rules, I call up
House Resolution 500 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 500

Resolved, That at any time after adoption
of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3354) making
appropriations for the Department of the In-
terior, environment, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2018, and
for other purposes. The first reading of the
bill shall be dispensed with. All points of
order against consideration of the bill are
waived. General debate shall be confined to
the bill and shall not exceed two hours
equally divided and controlled by the chair
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations. After general de-
bate the bill shall be considered for amend-
ment under the five-minute rule. An amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute consisting
of the text of Rules Committee Print 115-31,
modified by Rules Committee Print 115-32
and the amendment printed in part A of the
report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution, shall be considered
as adopted in the House and in the Com-
mittee of the Whole. The bill, as amended,
shall be considered as the original bill for
the purpose of further amendment under the
five-minute rule and shall be considered as
read. Points of order against provisions in
the bill, as amended, for failure to comply
with clause 2 or clause 5(a) of rule XXI are
waived except as follows: beginning with the
colon on page 327, line 22, through ‘‘crime”
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on page 328, line 2; beginning with the semi-
colon on page 535, line 12, through ‘(12 U.S.C.
3907(b)(2).””’ on page 536, line 14; and section
7080. Where points of order are waived
against part of a section, points of order
against a provision in another part of such
section may be made only against such pro-
vision and not against the entire section.

SEC. 2. (a) No further amendment to the
bill shall be in order except those printed in
part B of the report of the Committee on
Rules accompanying this resolution, amend-
ments en bloc described in section 3 of this
resolution, and pro forma amendments de-
scribed in section 4 of this resolution.

(b) Each further amendment printed in
part B of the report of the Committee on
Rules shall be considered only in the order
printed in the report, may be offered only by
a Member designated in the report, shall be
considered as read, shall be debatable for the
time specified in the report equally divided
and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, may be withdrawn by the proponent
at any time before action thereon, shall not
be subject to amendment except as provided
by section 4 of this resolution, and shall not
be subject to a demand for division of the
question in the House or in the Committee of
the Whole.

(c) All points of order against further
amendments printed in part B of the report
of the Committee on Rules or against
amendments en bloc described in section 3 of
this resolution are waived.

SEC. 3. It shall be in order at any time for
the chair of the Committee on Appropria-
tions or his designee to offer amendments en
bloc consisting of further amendments print-
ed in part B of the report of the Committee
on Rules accompanying this resolution not
earlier disposed of. Amendments en bloc of-
fered pursuant to this section shall be con-
sidered as read, shall be debatable for 20 min-
utes equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Appropriations or their re-
spective designees, shall not be subject to
amendment except as provided by section 4
of this resolution, and shall not be subject to
a demand for division of the question in the
House or in the Committee of the Whole.

SEC. 4. During consideration of the bill for
amendment, the chair and ranking minority
member of the Committee on Appropriations
or their respective designees may offer up to
20 pro forma amendments each at any point
for the purpose of debate.

SEC. 5. At the conclusion of consideration
of the bill for amendment pursuant to this
resolution, the Committee of the Whole shall
rise without motion. No further consider-
ation of the bill shall be in order except pur-
suant to a subsequent order of the House.

SEC. 6. (a) During consideration of H.R.
3354, it shall not be in order to consider an
amendment proposing both a decrease in an
appropriation designated pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)({i) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985 and an
increase in an appropriation not so des-
ignated, or vice versa.

(b) This paragraph shall not apply to an
amendment between the Houses.

SEC. 7. It shall be in order at any time
through the legislative day of September 9,
2017, for the Speaker to entertain motions
that the House suspend the rules as though
under clause 1 of rule XV. The Speaker or his
designee shall consult with the Minority
Leader or her designee on the designation of
any matter for consideration pursuant to
this section.

SEC. 8. The requirement of clause 6(a) of
rule XIII for a two-thirds vote to consider a
report from the Committee on Rules on the
same day it is presented to the House is
waived with respect to any resolution re-
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ported through the legislative day of Sep-
tember 9, 2017.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Oklahoma is recognized
for 1 hour.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, for the pur-
pose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN),
my good friend, pending which I yield
myself such time as I may consume.
During consideration of this resolu-
tion, all time yielded is for the purpose
of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members have 5
legislative days to revise and extend
their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma?

There was no objection.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, yesterday,
the Rules Committee met and reported
a rule for consideration of H.R. 3354,
the Department of the Interior, Envi-
ronment, and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 2018, also known as the
Make America Secure and Prosperous
Appropriations Act of 2018. The rule
provides for 2 hours of debate equally
divided and controlled by the chair and
ranking member of the Appropriations
Committee.

Mr. Speaker, the appropriations
package in front of us is the second in-
stallment of the House’s effort to pass
all 12 appropriations bills on the floor
for the first time since 2006. The over-
all package will consider the remaining
eight bills, covering $416.3 billion in
total spending. It represents many
months of work by the Appropriations
Committee.

Today’s rule covers four divisions of
the bill: the Agriculture, Rural Devel-
opment, Food and Drug Administra-
tion, and Related Agencies Appropria-
tions Act; the Department of Homeland
Security Appropriations Act; the De-
partment of State, Foreign Operations,
and Related Programs Appropriations
Act; and the Transportation, Housing
and Urban Development, and Related
Agencies Appropriations Act.

Together, these four divisions encom-
pass $168.2 billion of discretionary Fed-
eral spending. This represents a de-
crease of $7.8 billion from fiscal year
2017, as Congress seeks to fulfill its ob-
ligation to the American people to be
fiscally responsible stewards of the tax-
payers’ hard earned money.

Most importantly, it represents the
next step in fulfilling the greatest re-
sponsibility we have as legislators: to
fund the Federal Government and keep
it open each year to provide our con-
stituents the services they deserve
while ensuring that we appropriately
prioritize where and how to spend tax-
payer dollars.

Mr. Speaker, the Agriculture, Rural
Development, Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, and Related Agencies division
will provide approximately $20 billion
in appropriations, a decrease of $870
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